
bestowed upon ms smiling, inrge-mouttiefl. white,

teetned, flat-nosed, dusky shipmate of Kruland. 1

heard the uiuster-roll of the Kru boys whom Captain
Stone, oi the ileum, engaged at Grand Sestros, near

Cape Pulrnas, among winch 1 distinguished the

marine euphorlsms of "Pea soup," "Jolly Nose,"
"Tar Bucket." "flying Jib," "Salt Junk," "Main-

topsail," "Jack Slush," "Jack-jack," "Tom Chips,"
..Sheet Anchor," "Cabin Boy," "Star Gazer,"
"Wool Pate," "Bill Carbuncle," "Tom coy," "Juck

Fry," "Pete Blink," "Skylight," "Mlzzen Truck,"
"fore and Alt" ami mauy more such curious
titles. The British sailor, however, regards these
as far more adapted lor his need to distinguish the
Kru boys one from another than such names as

Kabrukhmpsu. Marponotougola, and mauy other

polysyllables would be.
THE 1Y0BY AND GOLD COAST.

Leaving tae shores of Liberia behind, we come

to the ivory coast, the French possessions, which
extends as lar as the Assineo River, and when
once eastward oi that river we sail along the Gold
Coast.aeh has finally come entire, through trans¬
fer sr d purchase. Into tne huuds of the English.
ex;, rfii.v;jr troui Aaatnce River to tlicDanoe, a coast
line»fsai-out 290 miles, or irom longitude 3 deg.
at r west of Greenwich to longitude l deg.
la mm. cast oi Greenwich.
The town of Dauoe, on the slave coast, serves as

a boundary line between the British possessions
and Dahomey to tho east of Capo Coast Castle,
and the Assinee River n arks the boundary be¬
tween the British possess ons and the French
possessions to the west of Capo Coast Castle.
While tho actual British possessions comprise no

more tuan a thin coast line, yet the protectorate,
accordlug to tho Ashantee Treaty of April 27,
1831, extends north along the parallel of longi¬
tude 3 deg. west of Greenwich lor a distance of
nearly 100 miles; but in 1871 the proposed jurisdic¬
tion was to extend only to the southern bank of
the Prah or Busum Prah.

POPULATION.
Within this extensive protectorate are lound the

tribes oi Denkera, Auka, Aowtn, Amananea,
Ahunta, Wassaw, Fantee, Assin, Goomwah, Ad-
Jumacoom, Agooua, Aquapim, Accra, Akim,
Adamite, Aqnamoo, Kr^pee, Avcno, Kerapah.
Besides these tribes there are many subtribes

not worth enumerating.
THE KINGDOM OP ASHANTEE

extends north of the line or the British protector¬
ate, all firmly connected under the rule of a des¬
potic king called Coiree Kalcali. wno holds court
at Kumassi, or Coomassic.a large and strong
town situated not lar from a branch of the Busum
Trail.

CAPE COAST CASTI.E.
We arrived off Cape Coast Castle on the morning

of the 24th October. The first view of the place
was or a seven hilled position, the hollows between
the lulls being occupied with houses, white and
brown colored, which connected in a neighborly
manner.not crowded at all.one hill with an¬
other. The mass of mortared walls, balconies,
stunted towers, &c., In the loreground, close to
which the big waves ot the Atlantic rush with
terrible fr.ry over the rock that forms the Cape, Is
Cape Coast Castle. It is a pretentious looking
building irom the sea. giving tho stranger an idea
at once that If he is going to trust his body in the
town all the Ashantees In the world could not hurt
him, which is a comfortable redectlon, considering
the alarming editorials the British press have
given birth to.
The background is formed of three hills.Vic¬

toria Tower to the right, Fort William, a round,
cheese-t ox affair, about as large as the mammoth
cheese we are going to exhibit at the centennial
Exhibition in 1878, at Philadelphia, planted on top
of a steep cone, In ttie centre, and Connor's Illll to
the lelt, on the summit of which are some bell
tents, officers' marquees, a wooden hospital: this
Connor's 11111 is the sanatorium. The mpldle
ground Is filled with hills, covered with govern¬
ment buddings, churches, and hollows tilled in
with long lines or mud houses, i aid to be occupied
by Christian and pagan Fantees. This is as much
as you can take in at a glance from shipboard of an
obscure settlement just sprang up Into notoriety,
which must make the place and its history u mat¬
ter oi common talk for months to come.

Af ANCHOR
In the roads are a hospital ship, the Simoon, com¬
manded by gallant Captain Peel; the royal navnl
ship Bur.vcouta, Captain Freniantle, tenlor naval
officer at present; Her Majesty's ,-lr.p Decoy and a

couple more; the British nnd Alrlcan steamer
Bonny, the African Steamship Company's Benin,
two American sailing vessels and a brig owned by
the great firm of Swanzy Brothers.

ELM IN A.
About eight miles to the right of Capo Coast

Castle a glaring white mass oi buildings rises to
view, winch, 1 am told, Is Elmina, and the Castle of
St. George of Elmina. This latter place Is classic.
It was discovered and settled by the
Portuguese navigator Dlogo d'Azambuja in
IPS. it was then known to them as
Aldea, or the village of "two parts," but
soon became more generally known as Ulna or
Mine; but when the castle, which took 80 years to
build, Was completed, it was celled i?t. George Da
Mina. The name "Mina"' was derived, I suspect,
fiom a family of that name wno were, in the mid¬
dle of the filteeuth century, exceedingly rich, and
advanced large sums of niou. y to fit out the ex¬
ploring cnravels. How it came to be called
Elmina i3 easy to explain. The prefix "AT," trans¬
lated into English, means "The." About the mid¬
dle of the sixteenth century Admiral de Huyter
captured Elmina lor the King of the Netherlands
and left his baton there as the insignia
of authority for all succeeding governors.
That bnton of ivory and gold passed into
the hands or the British Governor, Hennessey,
on the fith oi May, 1872, tho tune of the transfer or
the Dutch territory into the hands of the English
alter its occupation by the Dutch during 235 years.
My object in drawing your attention to the old
Portuguese castle.which Is as classic as anything
on tlii. coast is, since the feet of many a noble old
Portuguese navigator have trodden its halls; since
d'Azambuja Cada .Mosto, Yascu do Gaina and Ecr-
nxades Gomez must nave leastcd In Its banquet
balls, and held many a serious palaver (a corrup¬
tion oi tho word pfMbpaj wlih the restless
native kings, whose rostle-sniss their descendants
seem to have Inherited.la because the cession of
tl.e | .ace to the English is, with other causes, the
cause of the Ashantee Invasion o: 1673.

T.'IE HISTORY
ol these settlements Is too complicated a matter
for a special correspondent to unravel while he is
on the eve oi a stirring campaign, when his pen
will be it .aired anv moment to paint what, trans¬
pires or may transpire shortly; but it would be un-
Just to expect your readers to Icel lut rested in
this campaign without revealing a lew salient
points, such as wlllluru.sU them v, UU an Idea as to
the purposes and objects of this war. The Ashaa-
tces.the pronunciation being on the second syl-
lable.have been lllc-iong enemies ol England,
principally because her commissioners and gover-
nors have never thought It worth while tocultl-'
vate their iriendship properly, audi as their liupor-
tance merits. It is truo they have always
been polite to the King nnd his envoys,
bavc sent him many rich presents, have repeatedly
urged on tho King and Ills court that England
wishes only irlcndshlp with Ashantee; but at the
same time they have never conceded anything to
Its importance In preierenee to tho conlodcrated
tribes embraced In tho British Protectorate.
Ashantee Is as large a country as tho whole of

France or Abyssinia. Though nut as populous as
the latter country, the whole of it Is united under
one man, whom every native Is hound to obey to
the extent of his hie ami las property. Abyssinia
tinder Theodore, In his last years, was torn by
contending factions ami amldtlous prluces and
weakened, but Ashanteo can muster under flic
banner oi its Ktnga lorceof200,000 warriors. In one
sense Ashantee may be said to be lar superior to
Abyssinia; fc>r instance, In wealth and politicalunity. Abyssinia, however, is far superior to
Ashantee lu its semi-civilization an 1 Christianity.Tltne and time again has Asuau'.eo entreated ofEngland the right to cou.e and go ireely irom tl.einterior to the coast, and vlcsverna. This lias beendenied because of the danger thai would arise
from the hostility the Fanteo confederacy would
have to sucn an arrangement. Yet England, great
mistress as she is oi the arts of commerce, might
bare listened to lUc entreaties of Asluutee and

complied, to ncr own tasting credit ana enduring
prollt.
For nearly a couple of centuries Ashantee lias

traded with the Dutch settlement of Elmtna, eight
miles from Cape Coast. When England purchased
Elnilna she might have opened a highway
as far as Prahsu ou the LJusuiu Prah Kiver
and there established an outpost garrlsoued
by 200 Ilou8sahs, with a Arm, Intelligent British
officer as commandant, whither trade would have
centred at once, which would not only have been a

means of securing a large commerce, hut also have
been a means of protection lor the frontier of the

protectorate. England did nothing of the sort.
She sent conciliatory letters to the Ashantee po¬
tentate telling nim of her desire to remaiu on

peaceful terms with him, and hoped that trade

might be revived. On the 6th ol May, 1872, she
took possession of Elrnina with a blare of trurn-

pets, cannon salvos aud imposing ceremonies.
ANGLO-SAXON C1VIMZATION.

I now open the Parliamentary Blue Books, from
which 1 extract the following news, which goes to
show what was done by England from her occupa¬
tion of the Dutch territory down to the time of the
Ashantee invasion of 1873:.
May 31, 1872..Prince Ansah. a cousin of King

Coffee, of Ashantee. being at Coomussie, wri tes to
say that the king is pleased with tiie news wnich
Governor Hennessey has seut that the road will be
open lor trade.
Homo missionaries of the Basle mission, pursu-

lug their religious profession quietly, had, about
two years be ore, been captured by Adu Bo;u, un
Ashautee general, and Prince Ansah suggests
that the payment oi £l,ooo would release Messrs.
Kuchne, Bounat, Bamseyer, Mrs. ltamseyer aud
child.

It should be notPd that Governor Hennessey
made a demand for their release and oilered 10
ransom them, though they were not British sub¬
jects. The Britisu Foreign Oitlce has already in-
lornied the German government of their good inten¬
tions. Yon Mrausse, in ihe name oi his august
master, has thanked the British governmeut for
its good intentions.
This was a diplomatic mistake, leading the

Ashautees Into the behel that they were people of
importance.
The Ashantee General Adu Bofu, their cantor,

demands l,soo ounces of gold or £0.430.
i.atnit..Governor Hennessey sends present to

King of Ashauiee ol pieces oi gold-eiubroulereu silk.
in June a sen of General Adu lfoin is made pris-

oner, but Is unconditionally released by Governor
Hennessey, in the evident hope of stimulating a
reciprocal release on the part of General Adu
Bom,
This month, also, Governor Hennessey makes a

further diplomatic gilt oi a nug marked with the
12 signs oi tne zodiac.
At a later moment Earl Kimberiey, of the Co¬

lonial office, advises Governor Hennessey to in-
lorm the King of Ashantee that ii Europeans aro
detained the annual stipend promised him will t>e
suspended; and at the saino time warns Europeans
tnat n they go beyoud the limits of the protectorate
they do so at their own risk.

I A grave diplomatic mistake on the part of Earl
Kimberiey, making use of such a tureat when
those Europeans were not British subjects, and
when he was not called upon to do anything in
their behalf. This fault, too, a.ter Chinese and
Abyssinian experiences!
October it, 1872..The Ashantee King, lulling

poor Governor Hennessey Into a false security,
writes to say that he is about to send to make
peace, upon which Governor Hennessey states uls
belief to be that the release oi the captives is of
minor importance compared to peace with
Ashantee.
Poor Governor Hennessey seems to have forgot-

ten that ho stated that peace could only be made
except by the release oi the Europeans at Coo-
massie.
Peace with Ashantee means an influx of gold

UUSI and native produce irom Coomassie to Cape
Coast aud Elmtua, which the conclusion of a sound
peace would surely bring.
September 24, 1872..i'he Ashantee King writes

to sny that he is willing to let tiie captives go tor
£1.0uo, which shall bo paid half In gold dust and
hall In goods.
At this time a negro named H. Plange Is tne

commissioner at Coomassie negotiating lor the re-
lease oi the European captives, at a salary or £30
per month. Mr. plange writes to say that the
cliiets. who overrule the young Kiug. declare it
their beliei that u they only hold out they will ob¬
tain the whole seacoast in exchange tor the cap-
tives

(No wonder they do, after what Karl Klmherloy
and Governor Hennessey have written.]
Mr. Plange turiher says that the queBtion at

i-sue seems to be, sit ill tne Ashautees c me uown
to the coast to trade with British merchants wlth-
out being made to pay to Fantees as middlemen /
as by trading directly with the merchants tuey
gam 00 per cent.
Feuki aky o, 1S73..There Is a sudden rumor of

an Ashantee invasion oi the Brittsn protectorate.
Colonel Haricv is at this administration at Gov-
ernineuc Hou. e, rape c oast castle.

Fuiffir.. y io, l-7 i..An Ashantee prisoner states
that King Cortee is coming down to take Elnnna,
and colonel liar! v asserts that the King ol E<-
inina has eaten fetish with the King ol Ashantee
against rue critlsb government. Tiie opinion pre-
vails at this time that there is a strong dlslik -to
the British goveruiaem throughout the towns
lutelv ceded b tne Dutch to the Euglisu irom El-
nuna to Assume.
Governor Hennessey, at Sierra Leone, charges

Colone. Ilarley with having quarrelled with me
Eliuma King: that he has also relused permissiou
to Eimins people to practise certain indecent
oereni nles. luo only evidence of dislike to be
lound i in Governor Hennessey to Cobmei Hariev.
Middle of F'kliiuaky..Colonel Ha: ley reports

the IB St outbreak Ol tne war. The Ashautees have
Invaded Asstnee In the British protectorate, and
have burned nine villages.

A NSW CAlL-i: OK THE WAR.
now comes to'light, through a letter which wa^
mislaid somewhere at .-ierra Leoue, but widen
finally com s to hght at the Colonial Office. I- re¬
ports the capture of an Asnantee cnlef, called
Atjeiniiron, who is uncle to the King of Ashantee,
and his suosequent imprisoumeRL at Cape Coast
Custie. fie. however, lies been started toward the
Prah through the Axsinee country, which the Assins
were loth to permit, but prevailed upon by Colonel
llarley they liuailv withdrew opposition. It was
on or about the 12th ol December, 1872, when
he started irom Cape Coast. it must
have been about tne beginning ol January, is73,
when he louu i hlinscl. across ihe border river,
In Ashantee land, irom Which we may deduce the
not ii.,re isonabie sup .ositton that the tune which
intervened between his arrival atCoomassie before
hisucpi-.ew the King and the invasion oi tne British
protectorate wus spent in the organization oi the
three great Ashantee divisions wnich rolled into
the protectorate at three different points.Den-
kerb to 'lie ri/ht, Prali.* u iu tne centre and Akun
to Urn Kit, computet; to be in the aggregate be-
twecu 3o,uo0 and 4c,o o warriors.

THE FANTEK OITOdNO TOlfCE.
Opposed to these splendid organizations there

is a statistical number of OO.Ovj or more oi the
fan tee confederation, badly disciplined and organ-
ized, and incanabJe ol effectual resistance, owing
to their iDcohem >n and want of a recognized ehi q,

LAii.li in February..Kiug of Abrali volunteers
the information to Colonel Barley that the Inva-
sioa has been caused by the cession of th- Fllmlna
lort, and the Elmlnas navlng become British sub¬
jects. since King Coffee dec.ares that irom inie im-
meniorial his ancestors ate aud drank at Kimina.
in oilier words, that tne iort should have been his
and that lie means t > c »ine and take It. it is
also ascertained beyond doubt that the King of
Elnilna, bavin.: eaten retina with him, was his
sworn ally, ami teat he only awaited the near ap¬
proach oi the aEliantees to'doclore hiniseli ami uis
irieuds Horn Llnntia «o A. slnee lor the Ashautees.

TDK J.INf, OK ELM.N'A
Is taken prisoner nri I shortly linds himself do
ported to Sierra Leone, having first positively rc-
lused to take the oatii ol allegiance. At sierra
Leone he ;s to be retained uptli pea c Is declined
between Ashantee and Great Britain.

C JNCIA'sIONS AS TO CAUSES AND EFFECTS,
The above closes the notes I have taken irom the

valuable blue hooks, and slr.ee the British govern-
meat and pre s. up to the time of my de-
p.irture. railed, so In- ns I could sec, to perceive
the causes which have led to this present Anglo-
Ashantee war, I feel myself at liberty to suggest
reasons tor It. From all I can see war with
Ashantee might, e.is.ly have been avoided. It lias
not been thrust, upon the British government.
The Ashantees have simply invaded the protoc-
torate, at which the British government might
have smllcl undisturbed, lor all that the Ashantees
might have injured any ol England's actual posses¬
sions along the seaboard. Not a castle nor lort
need have bean surrendered had there been a
minion Ashantee:- encamped within rifle shot of the
weakest. British merchants might certainly have
suffered diminution oi trade. This, however, need
"C no cuuso for England taking an active part In
the war or launching into a daring campaign to
Coormissie. Slackness of trade and decrease of reve-
nue were things to be deplored, but ought not to
be considered just causes oi war.
How, then, win J0. answor the quesllon why

England lias taken up arms against Ashantee r
If wo are right iu assuming ihut the protectorate

which was never more than nominal. Is of sufficient
importance to England to maintain It us her own
against Ashantoa, of course we ,nuy then lind a
cogent reason lor resisting ti e Invasion, but to
assume that such is the case is going beyond
what the British press has strenuously denied
and refusing to believe tnat the final possession at
some remote period ol the Gold Coast was not Eng¬
land's intention. Ilcgarding Great Britain only in
the light of a great commercial 1'owor, I should say
thai, whciher there w ere logical reasons or not lor
acce pting the gagi: of battle which King Coffee has
thrown down, she has done perfectly right in en¬
tering upon the war, not that site was bound to do
so, .or t. * at distinctly deny.Earl Kimberiey and
Colonel Hurley's letters being sufficient tor mv au-

tnoritT.out beoauso it promises to be a tratii to her.
There is uo reason at all way she should not strive
to make Asliantee tributary to tier. King Coffee is
too noli a neighbor to be icit all alone with his
riches, with his tons of golddust and accumula¬
tions of wealth to himself.

AN AFRICAN CUBA.
Ashantce would be as rich an acquisition to the

British Crown us the Island of Cuba to the United
.states, as the people are born traders, and it only
requires a little careful management to be paid 20
times over tor the cost of the expedition to Coo-
massie. Those who tail to see this thing In its true
light fall because of prejudice and bad taste. A
change of masters would be a glorious thing for
Asliantee. Instead of the despot who chops off a

couple of thousand heads on the burial of hi- pred¬
ecessor, the people would have a rich and gener¬
ous nation to treat with, which Is among the most
skilful and industrious in the world, and stands
higher than Asliantee even m its love lor trade.
All Central Africa would soon be benefited, and
the Inhabitants around Lake Tchad would in time
come to marvel at the palatial houses of the white
merchants, whose katllahs ranged through the
untrodden wilds of the Interior. The people of the
protectorate think that this is as much England's
war as their own, though Colonel Uarley has otten
told them that the English have nothing to do
with the war, that it is the Pantee-Athantee war;
but the British government are now luclined to
their way of thinking.hence the expedition to
Coomassie. It is strauge that clever people like
the Euglish should not have seen beforehand that
there was no other way of settling the war than
for them to have accepted the gage of battle and
marched at once upon Coouiassle.

Pl'RATION OF TUB CAMPAIGN.
It is now nine months since the war began.

Another month will probably roll by before the
white soldiers will conio and take up the Hue of
march. It is always the same way. England
wastes time iu talking and negotiating; but she
might have learned a lesson of promptitude from
the savage Ashantees, wiio, quick as were the
Prussians to invade France, were quicker and
more expeditious than even they in their invasion
Oi 1'antee.

FORMER FAILURES.
The English liavo been twice unsuccessful In

their war with Asliantee. Iu 1823 Sir Charles Mc¬
Carthy and 600 gallant fellows perished oefore
the lurious onset of the Ashantees, and that
brave soldier's skull, gold rimmed and highly
venerated, is said to be still at Coomassie,
used as a drinking cup by King Coffee, iu 15G3-64
the Euglish suffered severe loss. Courun marched
to the Prah, 80 miles Irom here, and marched back
again, being obliged to bury or destroy his cannon
and hurriedly retreat to Cape Coast. I have not
the information by me to give you the details of
the disaster, but all the Coast meu speak of that
expedition as "ill-fated."

REFORM AND TRY AGAIN.
It Is now Sir Garnet Wolseley who ls'to try Ills

fortune with the Ashantees. His antecedents lead
us all to expect that it will be as successful as

Napier's march to Magdala, though not so blood¬
less. A iriend of mine, who knows him personally,
speaks must enthusiastically of him.

Cape Coast Castle.Its Population nni
Cioveriiment.Iiu.usich.inK the Herald
News .Steamer Dsuntlcu.

Caps coast Castle, Nov. 6, 1S73.
I endeavored in inv last to inrorm jour readers

how and why this war began. 1 must now intro¬
duce them to Cape Coast Castle, lis authorities
and its people.

1 could not go ashore with the other passengers,
us 1 had to superintend the lining overboard of
the little Ukkald steamer, the Dauntless, which
the proprietor of the Ukkald has been generous
enough to let me have for the collection ol news

along the Gold Coast. About four in the afternoon,
however, the Herald steam launch, the Dauuticss,
steamed iroui alongside the ileum, with a huge
surf boat loaded w ith coal, in tow, toward the shore.
The waves were uncommonly high, and the suri sea
rolled its horrent waves mo3t ominously
In front. Arrlv.ng within 200 yards of the beach,
the Dauntless was ancborcd in eight fathoms of
water. Her engineer ana two Krumcn were lelt
in charge of her, with a caution not to leave her
until morning, by which time, it would bo sup¬
posed, I should find some quiet anchorage for her.
The coa! boat was then rowed ashore. There were
12 Faatee paddlers on board.strong, brawny fel¬
lows, who had been buffeted by the fierce surf of
the Gold Coast lor many and many a year. We
soon begau to teel the influence oi the big waves.
The Fantees paddled gently, until one wave alter
another had impelled the boat and its freight
beyond the Point or Rocks on which the Castlo is
built, when, witu a mighty shout and as mighty a
simultaneous eifurt, the boatmen, seing their
chance, sent her lar on the beach, on the crest of
a devouring wave. Coal, however, was such a

cargo that would take a couple ofho.irs to unload,
und the booming surf still kept up its unceasing
bluster and lashed itself into white foam all round
the boat, which made it a most difficult job to un¬
load : but about an hour alter sunset we had got
the coal on shore, and at tins time, faint from ex¬
ertion. dinned by the briny contusion and vocal
noises of the Fantees, I was glad to hear the voice
of the boy servant ol Captain butler, "Great Lone
Land," say:.'Tlenso, s.r, Captain butler told me
to tell you bus room is ready lor you, and dinner
will be sent to you irom Government House."
A watchman had to be engaged to keep watch

over ti e coa! on the beach, lest t ie Fantees might
carry the black stone away, and 1 then turned my
weary steps towards butler's quarters at the Colo¬
nial Surveyor's house.

PI.WNElt AT GOVERNMENT ROUS*.
Arriving at the house m anything but a present-

able state, I found Captain butler and another
gentleman who was Introduced to me as captain
Cbartens, the son ol Lord Klcho, aide-de-camp to
Sir Garnet Woiseley. Captain Clurtcris was the
bearer of an invitation to me to accompany him to
the headquarter mc s to dinner. Cant.nu Churteris
had already greatly impressed me most favorably,
but toe hospitable invitation considerably preju¬
diced me In his favor. Alter granting mo time to
dress, to change my surf-soaked clothes lor the soft
white flannels suitable for an enjoyable night in
the tropics, we inarch <1 for Government llouso,

THE ItttlLDINO.
It ib a barn-like building, nbout 100 feet long by

so, raised on stilts 26 ieet above the ground. Of
course, the stilts are walled up with masonry. The
barn-lnce building, mortared and whitewashed,
look-" now very Imposing, with tt-i grand staircase
buttre sing the house, with a garden ol bright flow¬
ers in front, in which may be seen the stuccoed
iorm or many a cowering antelope, side by Rldo
with the broad, gaping mouthed mortar, pointed
threateningly at the Innocent sta; s in the heavens.
A couple oi orderly, saluting sentries, promenad¬
ing in front of the hous", add very much to the im¬
posing appearance ot the building. It gave cilcct
to the house in my mind, and smothered the half-
formed desire to criticise the appearance ol Gov¬
ernment House.
We ascend the staircase, lights flash here and

there, I get a peep ut the pantry as l arrive ut the
top. my eye strikes off at a tangent to my right
and catches bight of a well-laid dinner table; but
to my left is the reception room ol Govei nuieut

Ilouse, where the Intending diners ere assembled.
Captain Butler steps up to welcome ids compa-

Qnon du voya.'jc with a gentleman, and says:.
THE COMMANDKIW.N-CHliiE.

..Mr. K , Sir Garnet."
This stately little gentleman, of proud military

bearing; quick, bright eye; broad, high forehead;
aruent temperament; a sparkling, vivacious
intelligence animating every leuturc . this
u Sir Garnet Woiseley, the pacificator
of Red Rtver and tiio young he ro chosen
for the command of the British expedition to
Coomu -tsie. He Is the very reverse of my conception
of Sir Garnet Woiseley who called the gentlemen
of the press "loafers" nnd a curse or modern
armies. If lie had not been a soldier, by his ap¬
peal anco I should Judge Mini to have made a first
c lass Hlkai.i> pedal correspondent.Just the man
to have seized an Item and dared a goncrai-in-
chief to lay hands on him; just (he man lo bo sent
to any part of i ae world by the Herald to collect
news. Ills eager eyes betray tho Inquisitive soul
an l indomitable energy. Taking no offence what¬
ever at his sharp-tempered criticism of tho neces¬
sity of the age. 1 adum at once that the British

government could not nave louml a worthier man

to entrust the castigatiou of the Ashuntcea to than
Sir Garnet Wolseley.

his GUESTS.
At a luxuriously spread table on either linnd of

the General I lound contain Fremantle, of Her
Majesty's ship Karacohta, with his left arm in a

sling from a wound received at the mouth of the
1'rah; Major Baker, or the Eighteenth Koyal Irish,
chief of staff; Captain Rrackenbury, the mili ary
corrcst>ondent of the Loudon Times and military
secretary of Sir Garnet, who is reputed to be a

very able officer; Captain Cbarterls, aide-de-camp;
Captain Morris, author of the "Wellington Prize
Essay," who received the prize even above Sir
Garnet himself, who was considered fourth best;
Captain Bntler, author of the "Great Lone Land,"
who is about to be sent on a special mission to the
tribes of Aklm, and three other officers whose
names I forget.

REMINISCENCES OF TRAVEI, IN AMERICA.
Sir Garnet I found to have extensively travelled

through the United states. He told an amusing
tale, which I am sure if related will not be con¬
sidered as a violation of conndcnce, of how be
and a friend of his found themselves at the Qre-
voort House, in New York, at the early part of the
war. They were both too young to care much
which side they should take; neither of them had
any special sympathies with the South mere than
with the North. But they were determined to
tuke opposite sides during the wur and to meet
at the Brevoort House at a future time to comparo
notes. They "tossed up." His filend took
sides with the Ncrth. Sir Garnet went with the
South, when Lee's gallantry and stonewall Jack¬
son's ability made a great impression on him.

Sir Garnet Wolseley is said to be the youngest
general in Her Majesty's service. lie is not 40
years old yet, and as he has not riseu to his
present rank through interest it may be assumed
that he has shown himself a capable ana energetic
officer to have attained to his present position. A
glance at his "Soldier's Pockot Book" will show the
qualities of which he is possessed. Every line in it
is written like a soldier and from a soldier's stand¬
point. Tuerc is no nonsense about htm. The great
aim he has in view seems to be to instruct young
officers in their duties and to inculcate the idea
that everything should be sacrificed to Buccess.
lie teaches them the art ol diplomacy In their deal¬
ings with ignorant savages, us well as with Euro¬
pean armies, lie tells them how to avoid being
interviewed by their messmates or press people,
and how to govern their features when submitted
to a too close questioning. It is evident that if
Sir Garnet Wolseley entertains the idea that
if the press is obnoxious to a general-ln-chlef; that
if in nis opinion a general could light very much
better without being hampered by the "lazy
dioues" which the newspapers send out to report;
that it he goes out of his strict duty us a military
author to leach officers how not to be interviewed
by any gentleman of the press, that he is not a

general to be sought alter by the press. This is
true. If Sir Garnet Wolseley had command of a

division in a great war ne would be the last gen¬
eral I should advise a special to go to to get inlor-
mution from, lhis dislike to press people docs not
arise from any black humor, any bilious acridity lu
him, lor he is a most urbane gentleman; but it
arises irom some exaggerative conception ho lias
formed of a special correspondent.

I can imagine a meeting between this proud and
haughty soldier and a wild, unbaptized special
from the Chicago press, who has neither (ear of
danger nor reverence f r good in him. I see the
soldier struggling to be polite and calm and be for-
bearig with the devilish, sneering and fleering pen-
trotter from the West, who is perpetually troubling
tue gentleman with impertinent and irrelevant
questions about his age, the soundness of his
teeth, the good character of lus aucustry, until the
cinder ol the soldier is kindled to white heat, and
the impudent pen-trotter is seen lannlng the wind
with his arms flity feet in mid-air. It must have
been some sinister figure of this kind that Sir Gur¬
net had encountered or imaged to himseli as a

"gentleman of the press" until he had conceived
a morbid dislike of the whole tribe, and never
omitted an opportunity to inveigh in unmeasured
terms against them as a "curse to modern
armies." It is only the delicately sensitive
soul of an English gentleman that could have
found lauls with a newspaper reporter. The soul
of the American gentleman has long ago become
doughty pachydermatous, and the presence of a

reporter would uo more trouble his equanimity
than a musquito would an elephant. Fortunately,
however, the representatives of the great Loudon
and New York dailies are of widely difl'ercnt ma¬
terial from the irresponsible pen-trotters of the
Chicago Times and such scandal-loving papers, and
ltusslan, Prussian, French and English generals
have found them uot a biudrance but a valuable
aid in their campaigns.

why rr is so.
A gentleman on Sir Garnet's staff, daring an ar¬

gument with me relating to this very sutiject, and
who thoroughly shares Sir Garnet's hatred of
newspaper men, when it was suggested to him by
me that 11 Sir Garnet in a Kuropeau war merely
trusted In a reporter's honor not to mention any¬
thing that would furnish information to the enemy
no gentleman of the press would disappoint ium,
blurted out.

"Trust in his honor! By heavens, I would trust
to nothing less than his back. On the first publi¬
cation of anything that I thoug it not proper I
would t«; him to the triangle, aud trust to 00
lashes well laid on his bare back not to do the like
again."
Whence you may infer that Sir Garnet is not sin¬

gular in his hatred of the press, aud that it is
raiher a queer position you have scut me to Hit
with this British expedition to Ashantce. This
dislike has taken form in other ways than mere

expression through "A Soldier's Pocket ilook."
This is the tenth expedition 1 have followed; yet it
is the first to which I would apply the vulgar term,
"stingy." *

CAMP PKNAI.TIES ON THE PRESS MEN.
Every correspondent.and there are half a dozen

specials here already.will be obliged to content
hiinscll with one black servant, who, perhaps, may
be able to carry go pounds on his back, which
must embrace cooking utensils, tent, blankets,
clothing and tinned meat. Every correspondent
will therefore have to loot it to Ooomassxe and back,
and fare on the rudest. The General kinuly suys
that we may be allowed to draw rations lor our-
selves and one servant only, scarcity ol means of
transport being the reason why more cannot bo
permitted. But It must be understood, ol course,
that all officers will be treated with tlio same
severity, so that the unfortunate press commls-
slouers may not Complain of any partiality.

LOCAI. IMI'UES. IONS
1 have been about Capo Coast Castle for some

days now. and am able to write Intelligently con-
corning this expedition to Ooomaasle. I know
not, however, who to nlarno for choosing Capo
Coast castic as a point of departure for Cooinas-
sic'.whether It Is the British government, the for-
uier Governor of thf Gold Coast or sir Garnet
Wolscley. Probably all three snould have a share
In the blame. Capo Coast was settled by the Por¬
tuguese, but wus cedod to the Dutch in 1041, with
whom it remained till 1655, when it was taken by
the English, and secured by u treaty in 1007.
For 200 years this place has been in possession of

the British, yet one knowing tho character of this
enterprising people would barely believe sucn to
be the fact. It is an .ustoumling fact that the
English have not improved tho place since the duy
they first occupied. They have kept in repair tho
Dutch-Portuguese castle which they received from
the Dutch. They havo built a government house,
post office and two or throe othor offices, and a
church, and that Is ail, during 200 years' possession.
The harbor they have left as naturo made It,
though a shipload of concreto blocks laid down
Tor 100 icet from the point of rocks on which tho
castle stands would have secured an admirable
landing placo for ships' boats to discharge cargo
and passengers. What the Dutch havo done in
Eimlna is in striking contrast to the apathy of t he
English at Gape Coast. TM Dutch mane the Ileyah
IIIver a little port. Tlmy walled it up on each side
and threw a bridge over, unt I tt looked like n min¬
iature Thames. They built a formidable castle on
tho hill of ttt. 4ago. besides con tracting tho
De Veers and the Heckenstein redoubts. 1 ncy
cleared the downs and bills In the neighbor¬
hood from forest, built charming residences in the

suburbs ana cultivated farms, which, embowered
amid orange and pawpaw trees, are perfect pic*
tures of rural felicity.

tjik primeval bush.
A view from the top of the Connor's Hill will show

you what the English have left undone In the wide
prospect of primeval bush, which seems to
threaten to bury the town Itself in lt3 wide-spread¬
ing arms.

STRATEGY AND DIPLOMACY.
Why have the British landed at Cape Coast Instead

of at Klinlua, where the boats could lie peace¬
ably at anchorage in the Ueyah Kiver, which with a
little dredging machine, might have been made a
commodious harbor for lighters, boats and canoes T
The blame Is not In the country, because it is too
valuable to be slighted. Even with the very little
system which one sees here it has had always
a surplus of revenue, which one may
see. according to tho "Blue Books," has been squan¬
dered lll-udvlsedly and fruitlessly. Instead of ex¬
pending the surplus for the Improvement or the
port and the construction of roads Into tfie In¬
terior, It has been spent in sending presents to the
King of Ashantee aud feasting his ambassadors;
stipending the fractious tyrant lustcad of Im¬
proving and disciplining levies of natlvo troops
against the emergency of an invasion, which Is
now upon them.
The invasions of 1811, 1823 (an unfortunate one

for poor Sir Charles McCarthy), 1849. 1833, 1884 and
1869 have not taught tho Kuglish that the time
had come for thorn to demonstrate to the Fantees
what object they had in noldlng any part or parcel
of their coast. Probably 1873 will also pass away
without any lesson being derived. So little did tho
English government kuow what Cane Coast Castle
was, what had been done, what ought
and what might be done, that Sir Garnet
Wolselcy was despatched do Tore the white
troops to report to it, and find out what
was to be done. Sir Garnet landed with one
of the most etllclent stuff that a general could
be blessed with, and, anticipating, doubtless, that
difficulties would lie encountered, lrom sheer
despair of ever being able to do anything systema¬
tic in time boiore the patience of England was ex¬

hausted, has determined upon accepting the diffi¬
culties as he dads them without losiug time to

remedy them.
The first act that Sir Garnet did was to accept

Capo Coast castle as a point of departure for
Ashantee, though, as I say, he would havo done
much better by making Elmina the pori.dredging
the Iteyah River and laying a railway from Elmina
to Cape Coast along tho smooth, sandy beach, a
work of about three days.
You havo, doubtless, heard that Sir Garnet's In¬

tentions are to sond forward provisions and stores
of war to tho front, to stockaded posts along the
main road to the Prah River, then to send for the
white troops, and on their arrival march thom im¬
mediately to the Interior, without tents. Wo will
he best able to judge of the wisdom of tho plan
alter tho plan has been tried; but, judging from
my experience of Africa, I think it a very unwise
policy that the British government should have
been curried away by an economic mania to permit
even the experiment to be tiled.

DIFFICULTIES IN TIIB FIELD.
Instances are not wanting to prove how the

white troops have suffered already lrom sleeping
out of doors one night tu tho open air. At the at¬
tack on Elmina, In June, a party of 105
marines were landed. They wero drenched
by the surf and pouring rain, and in this con¬
dition were marched Into the bush, and
were soon involved in a siubboru fight. Three
days afterwards 70 out of tho 105 ware laid up in

hospital with rover and dysentery, when deatli soon
ended three-fourths of them. AVith which evidence
before us of the insalubrity of this malarious land,
we may feel anxious us to tho success of tho ex¬

periment of 1,503 unacclimatizsd Englishmen
marching straight into the interior without pro-
tection from nignt dews and foul stagnant mists.
The excuse is that the expedition cannot lie taken
to Cootnassslo by any other means, owing to tho
want of transport. They say no animals are avail¬
able. All animals die as soon as Imported.

KI.El'HANTS WANTED.
This may be true of the horse, the mule and tho

ass; but there is one animal not yet mentioned
which would leel quite at home in this country,
and that is the elephant. Any ol England's troop¬
ships aro capable of conveying 100 elephants here
within 40 days, yia the Suez Canal, from Ceylon or

Basseln to Capo Coast Castle. We will say that
there are 6,000 souls on this expedition, Inclusive
of Europeans, West India troops, Fantce laborers,
servants and hammock bearers. Each heud, we'll
say, reqnlres three pounds of food ol all Kinks per
day, which win be equal to 15,000 pounds. Ele¬
phants require 10 pounds of rice or grain per day,
making l,ooo pounds for loo elephants. Alter
making l'rahsu a depot tor supplies wo should
want 20 days' supplies to march to Coomassie
and back to Pralisu.
When reduced to tabular form the necessities of

the expedition, and the capabilities of the trans¬
port will bo viewed at a glance, thus:.

Lbs.
5.000 souls for 1 day, 15,000 lbs., for 20 days.. 300,ooo
loo elephants for i day 1,000 lbs., for 20 days. 20,000
Total 320,000
Capabilities of 100 elephants

1 e.cpliant carries2,000 lbs., lor 100days.... 2K),oto
2,000 Fantee carriers, at 7o lbs. per capita. 140,000
Total U4o,ooo
It will thus be perceived that an clllcicnt trans¬

port train may be organized quickly and expedi¬
tiously, and a transport train or 200 elephants would
be far more compact and advantageous than a

transport train 01 6,000 Fantees, which would be
required to carry stores equivalent to the trans¬
porting powers of a body of 200 elephants. The
clephauts, though timorous ut the sound of
battle, would not bo so timorous as so
many unarmed Fantoes 5 besides, tile Ashanieos
are not suppose to know that tliu ponderous
brutes might be stampeded by the strllo of battle.
A certain lastin, awe would bo created In the
Ashan'ees' mind at the Jact that tho wliito men
could compel the service of so many lords 01 the
forest. Another benefit would accrue Irum the
employment of elephants. They would tramp u

read out lor themselves to tho use 01 the troops.a
broad path three n ot wiue.ana thus tho long de¬
lay ol cutting out a road would be avoided. Tho
road also thus mad ; might bo easily widened to
ton feet Ironi the sea to I'rahsu, the central depot
and future outpost ol tho protoctorute.

THE 1 LAN OP ilAILWAY.
When I left England It was reported that a rail¬

way was to be cons rucied from 'ho sea to a point
40 miles Inland. You will have heard long be oro
this lottcr sees tho light that such a project has
been abandoned, being impracticable, und that
traction engines have boon adopted Instead. Tho
railway was Impracticable irom the nature 01 tho
land, which Is vory uneven; but if it was e\cr
seriously meditated, as 1 liuvo no doaot it was,
otherwise the government would uovor have
shipped tho materials, all 1 can say l» that tho
country was not surveyed lor a rudway; that lilt
had been I have no doubt a route would have boon
found offering special advantages. Tho depot
might have been established near to the salt pond,
to the right of Cape (Joust Castle, and tho railway
traced along tho low vallev that runs from It to
the interior, one or tho traction ougines bus been
landed on shore, with a couple of trucks. The
whole Is mudo of stool, combining strength with
lightness, the engine weighing but two tons aud a
half, but It Is totally Inadequate to Its require¬
ments, After a feeble travel of about two tulles It
returned to the neighborhood of the Cusilo, after
twice tumbling Into a ditch, whoro It is employed
In the mora dignified labor of cuttln'f plunks for
tho Control Department. It was loun i that a

road was reqnlred hb good and as Icvol as though
it was to ho for a railw ay.

LABOURS.
The Ceneral percelvos that tho grea'. drawback

here Is want of laborers. IIo can not get tho
Fantees either to labor or to flgbt. I.very Kanteo
man thinks hlins< If qualified to light, and has long
contrived to imbue tho minds ol the Cup# Coast

(lovernors with a high idea of his noble courage
and martial worth, and the i.ovrrnors, conse¬

quently, have not liccn Slack In supplying tho
Fantees with tho means to exhibit tholr lighting
qualities with tho best Improved Hnyderu
and ammunition. Hut uta for their trust-
lui confidence, the Ashantees have caused
tlicm to retreat urci.uitatoiv beinre them.

nnd tnelr perpetually recalcitrant fllghtf
nave involved the death of many a noble
British olllccr, who thought by sacrificing himself
to make them more worthy of their leaders at a

luture time. The inoro 1 ponder upon tho long
possession of this eouutry by the English the more
I wonder that the qualities of the people whom
they govern have not been perceived before this,
and that they have resolutely closed their eyes to
the superiority ol tho Ashantees over the Fautcos.
With 5,ooo Ashautecs a British olllccr might be
able to defeat and annihilate a force of 50,000 Fan-
tecs; but with 70,000 Fantees any number of Brit¬
ish ofllcers are not able to drive 10,000 Ashantees
lrom the close neighborhood of Cape Coast Castle.

HALTED.
In the meantime, after advancing 33 miles into

interior, we are halted. Tne Fantees lack con¬

fidence, owing to tho Immediate vicinity of the
dreaded enemy, and arc tenrrul of trusting them¬
selves under the superintendence of a few ofllcers
to the labor of constructing a road, and we must
either wait for the retreat of the Ashantees across

the Prah, or for tho arrival or 500 Euglish navvies,
who will shame the natives to work, indeed It Is
getting to be a most serious question this of
transport and labor, and knowing tbe disadvan¬
tages under which a young general like Sir Garnet
must labor I begin to feel anxious for him. I
doubt ho would huve the courage to express the
depth of despondency he must feel sometimes,
when In spite of all ills efforts, his wonderfully
patient treatment of the people, of his long-suffer¬
ing with their shortcomings, he is told by the Con¬
trol Department, by the engineers and others,
"We can't get men, sir. They have all run away
into tho bush."

A PENAL PLAN OF ClOtE.
Sir Garnet has tho power to remedy this evil,

but I fear It requires a more callous and obdurate
soul than ho Is possessed of to employ tho power
hts position and authority has given him. If, in¬
stead ot sending out traction engines and rail¬
ways, the British government should send 500 seta
or slavo chains, and bind those runaways Into

gangs of fifties, euch controlled by a non¬

commissioned officer with n long whip,
the transport aa.l labor question were

forever resolved, and success, a brilliant success,
would bo certain. When the expedition would be
over, and the war ended, tho British government
might compensate the people for tho annoyance of
being collared with iron bands, and apologize
to them for the extreme measure they were com¬

pelled to resort to to insure the Independence of
tho eouutry and lasting immunity lrom Ashanr.ee
atrocities At first sight the measure may appear
very cruel; but tbe other side of the picture should
be seen before condemning the measure. Suppos¬
ing that tl.o British government, seeing the utter
impossibility of taking an expedition to Coomassio
without tiio means of transport, withdrew lrom
tho intention and surrendered the protectorate to

the inercy ol the Ashantees, what would be the
consequence ? Tho Fantees, through their cow¬

ardly lears, uuable to resist tho fierce attacks of
their enemies, would lay down their arms and be
driven as slaves to Coomasste, to be butchered by
thousands at the obsequies of some of the royal
blood oi Ashantce.

KUJ5ED0M Oil 8I.AVEHY.
On the one side is u temporary Inconvenience; on

the other ride is an eternal servitude or death.
This expedition to Goomossie is, as I have

already told you, to Insure the future peace of the
piotectorate; to prevent future invasions and their
consequent relentless butchery of thousands; to
restrict the Ashantees within their own territory;
to visit them with somo portion of the severity
with which ihcy lmve repeatedly visited the Ilritish
protectorate since 1311. All Ilritish expeditions to
Ashantec hitherto have failed, and the conceit and
arrogance of the enemy have growu in propor¬
tion. Ii, through foar of the condemnation of
tne maudlin Peace Society of Great Ilrltain, tho
present expedition falls, because the government
dare not prove all measures to insure its success,
ull 1 can say is that the Ilritish government will
deserve the disgrace thnt wdl Inevitably lollow tho
final do.'eat, and to become the laughing-stock of
the civilized world. Rather thau suifer defeat lor
the sixth time, ti.e Rritlsh governmint should
seize upon every memner of the sentimental Peaco
Society und deport them to the Gold Coast, hero to

a; uply the deficiency of labor that is dally growing
more alarming, to make the road to Pratisu through
the jungle and convoy the stores necessary for tho
subsistence of the Ilritish battailous now on their
way out. This might probably be called an ex¬
treme measure, but I doubt ii civilization would
visit tho Ilritish government with much harshness
for It nay, I think it would consider the act cum-
inendablo and Justifiable; for the nauseating
draughts of ninudlimty the Ilritish government has
been compelled to quaff submissively at the hands
of tho Peace Society for so long. »

THE I'KOOESS OF ACCLIMATIZATION.
I have been wandering through tho town o

Capo coast Castle. While in the streets 1 thought
ol two things 1 must write about-rever and
Fantees.
Now behold the town of Cane, like a smoulder-

ing volcano, blazing and burning and smoking in
tho hoi ows between the seven hills, domed by a

sky ol brass seven times heated by firo. In theso
smoking hollows, subjected to the heat of th* sky
of bras->, are young English officers fresh from tho
cool shades, tho willows, tho elms and oaks of
England, from their verdant parks and breezy
green hills, irom the banks of salmon and trout
streams. They are superintending what gangs of
laborers thoy have been able to obtain, removing
hills of commissariat stores irom ono spot to
another.
rryou wish to hear the most pathetic sighs human

creatures ever uttered just mention to any of
these young officers the word "hot." Vou would
b1 surprised at tho depth of compasslou in your
soul when yon would see the poor fellows parched
lace, his blistered cheeks and the passionate long¬
ing lor a draught of cool water which yon seo

lurking in bis eye. TIis tongue almost refuses to

move, it feels so stiff and dead within the dry
mouth, and finding it too great a task to talk he
gasps a deep, d» op sigh, wnlch linds an echo in
every recess of your soul. Rendered desperate by
hu sufferings lie s.dzea a cooler of water with the
vain idea of assuaging the intolerable thirst, and
crluks a long, long draught of the tepid liquid,
which soon transudes through every pore of his

body In largo dnps of perspiration. He feels but

a slight mitigation of the thirst which consumed
him, and ever and anon during the day the

friendly cooler of wat r 1- sought for.
When he finds tiio sun unbearable tho half-

scorched officer seeks the sfudc, where the breeze
lulls lilm into tho belief that tho shade Is lar more

comfortable thau the glaring heat of the sun; bn:
somehow or oilier there Is a clammy, chilly feel-

lug at his back which lie cannot explain. The air

la warm.nay, it Is hot, sometimes so hot that it
appears to scorch his very vitals; yet the spinal
column feels uncomfortably cold, and a vague feel¬

ing or regret steals over his mind that lie lias

allowed himself to drink so much water. The next

morning ut breakfast ho leels all right enough,
accosts his messmates with a cheery good
day, and sits down wondering at the ravenous

appetite which seems to possess him, and while
commenting upon it to his companions with a

light laugh, declares it us his opinion that tho Gold
Coast has been very m«ioh slandered; that the
slckne.-8 has neon very much exaggerated, and
cn(1* Boncrally by saying that lie never felt bettor
in his lite, and that he won iers at people getting
sick. Suddenly, however, lie pushes his plate
nwuj , un uncomfortablo feeling has taken nnssos-
sion of him, oven before the echoes of his words
have died away. lie rises to his foot, stretches his
arms and yawns terribly, and with an effort re¬

presses the halM'or ued shudder that his body
makes. lit- t oon leaves tne rooin coinpluining that
he feels chilled a little.

if you would lollow htin In about half an hour
you would sue him stretchod on his tied, with a pihj
of blankets over liim such as ho would need In »n
Arctic region. With all the blankets, how vcr, you
wdi hoar him complain that he la cold, ami his
clmtii ring teeth are sufficient evidence that lie
does fl u! cold. He is suffering
n, .

Too bitter change
rtcrco .*'1 C,UB3~"CX 11 ''hies by change mora

From beds of raging lire (o irecze In ice.
Ho drbis ir >ni tho Equator to tho Arctic Zone, and
roni tho irtuld to tho Torrid Zouo Wttluu u few


